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Destruction of the Wicked 
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sinister of Christ to 
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. transgressions. 
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n tier 
of saving the soul 
sthest aim, in which glorious work, if he shou 


rd will abundantly reward him, even with stars in 
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rin the day of Jesus Christ. 


‘ . 1. ’ ” + by ¢ nn ¢ 
his ition are plainly taught in 


eee een 


[f he faithfully discharge th 


ipon him in his sacred and responsible office, he is 


lood of all men: if not, “their blood is required at the h 
yvatchman.”’ 
[here appears to be a great responsibility resting on those to whom 
the message of salvation is delivered; so much so, that it is plainly 
sught here that they are amenable for tie manner in which they hear. 
[t appears that, ifthe Watchman faithfully discharge his duty and the 
people repent not, their blood is to be upon their own heads. Oh! 


the responsibilities under which we are brought respectively! Well 





might the apostle Paul exclaim, ‘‘Who is sufficient for these things? 

But, notwithstanding the awful responsibility, he finds a ‘‘wo’’ resting 
against him if he preach not the gospel; and I presume that every call- 
ed minister now has a similar view of the subject. In the foregoing 











scriptural language, which we have s¢ 
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lected as a text for the present 
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i tne t t the dt ( \ cy V\ ) M to iow 
rom the following co! t wicked e themselves t 
lame in this matter and that 1 not the fault God: and 
ist. God has made no dec: mnilitating against the eternal interest 
of the ungodly or the world that 1 lieth in wr To talk abou 
the secret decrees of God, as respects mankind, is not to speak good 


NONSENSE, for surely so good a being would not make a decree res 
pecting his creature man that would come in competition with any 
decree which he has revealed; and in the next place it would be de- 
rogatory to his character for him to make a decree respecting man with 
which his eternal destiny is connected, keeping it an entire secret from 


him and still treat him as a free moral agent. Consequently, there is nota 


decree issued against the interest of the sinner, except such decree is 
revealed in the Word of God. And let us enquire if this is the case. 
But it would, perhaps, be necessary here to consider what the decrees 
of God are? Itis said by some that ‘‘the Decrees of God are his wise 
and holy purpose, whereby, according to the counsel of his own will 
he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.’ We have at least 
one grand objection to this definition, that is, it makes God the author 
of sin, to say the least of it. Perhaps the objector says we are under a 


mistake; but let us enquire, Ist, What is the meaning of the compound 
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mony of an Angel of God who, upon the announcement of the Sa- 
viour’s birth in the city of David, exclaimed, ‘‘Behold! I bring you 
rood tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people.’’ If the 
coodness of these tidings, in any respect, consisted in the fact that they 
were to be unto all people, surely Christ has come to make an atone- 
ment for all mankind—otherwise this intelligence, brought by this an- 
cel, would have been, instead of ‘“‘good,’’ the saddest of tidings to 
1ose for whom no provision was made. 


3dly. We find the language of Christ himself equally as plain on this 


subject as that already referred to. He says, St. John, 3d chapte 
verses 14, 15 and 16 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil 
rness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that w/ rer be 
ieveth in him should not perish, but have eternal life ‘or God so 
ved the that | ve nly otten So! i) ét ( 
ethin him s l I | ut have ever g ( é 
1 on ct of Christ’s errar 3 \ 
nh s | ed self H nguage we t 
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t ] iwost ( (hris it the ime <« ne t « } 
taught by their Lord and Master. The apostle Paul says, Ist Tim 
thy, Ist chapter, verses 3, 4, 5 and 6, “For this is good and acceptab 
n the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all men to be saved 


ind tou come unto the knowledge ofthe truth. For there is one Gi 


ind one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 


gave himselfa ransom for all, to be testified in due time.’’ The sam: 
apostle informs us, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, ‘‘That he (1. e 
Christ,) by the grace of God tasted death for every man.’ The on 


apostolic testimony that we will offer, in addition to this, already ad- 
duced, is that ofthe apostle John, who, when speaking of himself and 
the rest of the apostles, says, ‘We have seen and do testify that the 


Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 































ences are as necessary now as they ever were. 
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irdiy. The third general argument that we offer in favor of thi: 


trine is, that the Spirit of God operates on the hearts ofall. Ist 
he same spirit that inspired the ancient prophets to foretell future 


vents, 2d Peter, 1:21, and bestowed on the apostles miraculous gifts 
sts II, and now quickens, illuminates, sa: s and comforts the 
ple of God, Ist Peter, 1:2, also operates upon all men so as t 
ill inexcusable. Sinners are warned nst quenchii es 
ering the Spirit, & Ge . s not a 
ive \ man,’’ alle rift 
yperate on the hea I 
timony to the | | 
tue maniiestation ¢ ry I 1 to 4 
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here that it was part of S101 ritofG to con- 
world concerning sin, « s 
g judgment.’ He ce ne of 1 y tl ce 
ind desert of sin, of the nen uchts, 
is and omissions. He « , ; det ts siniuiness 
d virtues, by showing them the nature rituality of th 
law, and the hateful nat of crime ch as their rebel 
ingratitnde, cont mpt ¢ f G and espe their rejection « 
1s Christ. He convinces them also concerniug the nature of righ- 
ness, and the righteousness of God in the sentence denounced 
inst sinners. Heleads them also to realize and anticipate the day 
judgment, and teaches them to seek deliverance from the condem- 
yn then to be denounced against ungodly men.’ If this be any 


of the office of the Holy Ghost, and it surely is, surely his influ- 


Why not? Has God 


changed the nature of man, independent of his influences, which orig- 
inally, or even ia the days of Christ's incarnation, so much needed 
his influences that he could not be saved without them? 


Or has he 
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changed his plan of saving sinners? If not the spirit of God yet 
moves upon the hearts of sinners, and in fact the sinner himself 


ound to acknowle dge that God has called him by His Opirit again ane 


wan 
id. We rive circumstance that have come under the « { ith 
all of us in testim y on this subject. We have seen t nme 
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that they snouid > fully convinced that the Lo: ; pleasure 11 
their death, but would rather they would turn from 1 r wicked way 
and live; but still many are pursuing their respective cro wickes 


ways, some of which we will now notice. 

II. Show some of the evil ways of mankind, from which God re- 
quires them to turn. 
So many and so heinous are the sins of men that we cannot, inthe 
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limits of one discourse; refer to them all, to say nothing of their hei- 


nousness. We will only mention some of the most prominent. Any 
act must be evil that God forbids, as any act is good which he approves, 
for so holy a being as he is could not approve sin, nor forbid virtue or 
holiness. Consequently, whatever God disapproves is evil, and hi 


requires the perpetrator to forsake it. 


Ist. Idolatry, which is first forbidden in God’s law, still remains one 


the greatest evils of the world And in calling attention to this, it 
not our obyie to 1 rt t \ » « he He hel r Pagat 
\ | wihel l [ moon mie Oo! t ! ( I ent 
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for this evil, we point you to the advice given to John by an angel in 


the Isle of Patmos, ‘‘Worsuip Gor 

2nd. Swe aring, or bl asphe ming the name of God, is perhaps of all 
others, the most common practice among wicked men. And, while 
it 1s most common, few sins are so heinous in the sight of God. It 


has not the-force of bodily appetite, neither has it the love of gain for 
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mning 
,ord Jesus 

1 
h all other sins 


is word, hatred of heart a he Redeemer, credit 


than Christ, inordinate love for things of earth, and a love for the praise 


of men in preference to the approbation of God himself. It is the 


rreatest and most dangerous of all sin, because it is a sin against the 


gospel, against the highest testimony, and refuses to accept of the 


nly Saviour on its amicable terms. It reproaches God, contradict: 














THE wi 
his willand word, robs him of his glory, and treats with contempt h 
suthority. Wecannot describe the man possessed of this worst of 
ins so well as in the language of another: ‘“‘He is a man without 
norals, pi ty, faith or character, who owns norule but his_ passions 
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unbelief makes this givrious provision stale, and starves the soul 
death, the death that never dies. 

Does the sinner inquire how he is to turn from his evil ways? We 
answer, the word of God affords plain direction on the subject. God 
places it completely in the power of every sinner to turn from his wick- 
ed] ways, or he never would have insisted upon it sc earnestly as he 
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has in the text, “‘Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, for why will y« 
die?”’ 


‘Break off your sins by righteousness,’’—Danl. 4:27 


No mai 
expect that Christ will receive him while he is determined t 
ive in sin. 


need 
He says, ‘‘Give me thy heart,’’ and for you to make 


iving him part of 


f your heart, or or 
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r condition than he has expressed in his word, is not on 
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ringeth forth death, 
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he 
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inner: retiect, belore you prosecute 


the sin which may be delightful « 


James 1, 15.— 
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ication, we Cannot do it Detter than D 


juUOLING Ot cal 

n act of God’s free grace, wherein he pardoneth 
teth us as righteous in his sight, only for the 
righteousness of Christ imputed unto us and received by faith alone. 


in the act of Justification: an Executive 
In the act, he abandons 


Justification is 


all our sins, and accep 


The law is not set aside 


may pardon a criminal, but not justify him. 
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th God and man: 
eanor; and 
nded in offering pardon to the offender. 
that sustains the act of justification, is 


ness nereiore, th 


Jesus Christ, doing and suffering in view of law, in the sinner’s plac 
ind it is this righteousness that is offered as asinner’s justifying right- 


eousness. This is the condition on which God offers to pardon every 


sinner of Adam’sfamily, in view of law; and this alone justifies him in 


causing the proclamation to be made of a Just God and a Saviour.— 
Christ suffered and died, the just for the unjust, that God might be 
just and the justifier of the ungodly, or the justifier of him which be- 











lieveth in Jesus. 


no means the legal condition, nor is the 


It is neither the act of 
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The righteousness of Christ 1s the only legal 


dition whereby God can be just and justify the ungod!y. 


tion of the heart, the legal condition on which God proposes to jt 
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mind which not only believes there is a Christ, bi 
Christ has done; and receiving the righteousness of Christ, which is 


yis satisfied and can ask no more, asa justi- 
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fying consideration; than what Christ has done. And God justifies q 


declares the sinner righteous in the court of heaven, by accounting or 
imputing to the believer the righteousness of Christ. This righteous- 
ness is revealed to faith, and cannot be faith itself. The whole pro- 


cess is designed to sustain the justice of God in pardoning sin the 


claims of justice were met by Christ in behalf of the sinner; and on 


that condition the offer of pardon was made to all men. But as the 
| 3s ev son responsible, eve nner must believe for hin 
nd on ieving or receiving what Christ has done for hin 
: 
rsona I is sustained, the | Is mag ‘ I 
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We will conclude by remarking that a three-fold righteousness | 


required by the Bible—a righteousness wrought without us, a right- 
eousness wrought within us, and a righteousness wrought out by us 
In the gospel something was done for us, that something might be 
done in us; and something must be done in us, that something may 
be done by us. Christ has operated for us; the Holy Spirit operates 


jr 1s, that we may exemplify his influence on us. 
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Faith receives the righteousness wrought without us and this justi 
fies; the Spirit follows by his working a righteousness within us; and 
as Christ came to save us from our sins, and as personal accountabil- 
ity is not destroyed, we must work out what the Holy Spirit works in 
is. Do wethen make void the law through faith? God forbid!— 
Yea, we establish the law. The law is not set aside: not one princi- 
ple of the law infracted. Let us then, my dear brethren, declare at 
this time his righteousness, that he might be just and the justifier o 


him which believeth in Jesus. 
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I will conclude by a brief recapitulation of the foregoing 


And Ist, God justific 


Zndly, His re ns {ft ng t sinner ¢ \ s family 
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Jues. What is gratitude Ans. Gratitude isthe memory of the heart 
{ . \ + , A lis } } +} } 
Ques. What is tim Ans. A line that has no ends—a path that be- 
gins at the cradie and ends atthe grave. Ques. What is eternity:— 


Ans. A day without yesterday or to-morrow; a line that has no end.— 
Ques. Does God reason? Ans. Man reasons, because he doubts; hi 
deliberates, he deciles: God is omniscient: He never doubts: He there- 


fore never reasons.’’ 
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Editor’s Department. 


UMBERLAND PRESBYTERIANS THE MOST ORTHODOX BRANCH 0} 
PRESBYTERIANS IN AMERICA 

In no very kind spirit towards either, the ‘‘Presbyterian Herald’ has 

more than once evinced a peculiar interest in the movement of Con- 


} ) { 


titutional and Cumberland Presbyterians towards a plan of correspor 
dence and union. The editor shows a disposition to cast odium ¢ 
I he c¢ It might be we r him to keep mind that ] 
a cl | ( Perh: it W d not s for himto rub 
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S We w lid KID y sugcestthe propriety of his not being scar- 


ed by him 


before he is hurt. We trust the peculiar interest manifles 


respecting the “old basis’ and the Cumberland Presbyterians, proceeds 
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om a desire to promote the welfare of both, and from a love of sound 


Presbyterian 


ism. 


The tendencies of the movement of which the ‘Presbyterian Herald 


speaks, might strike him quite differently, were he to take a second 





















The Biblical Repository 1 Princeton R 
seat of orthodoxy, in speaking of Cumberland Pres! 
use a homely phrase, th have Presbyterian warp, bi lethodist 


ing. Very good. Unquestionably our warp is Presbyterian of t 


strictest and most scriptural texture: and our filling of Methodist ze: 


and activity makes the Cumberland Presbyterian web truly biblical 


both warp and filling. Or to vary the metaphor, the Cumberland Pres- 


byterian ship has a sound Presbyterian kee! and hulk, a scriptural en- 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
This body commenced its 17th annual session in the Cumberlan 


*resbyterian Church, at Lebanon, O., on the 18th ult., at 11 o'clock 

1. M The opening services were conducted by the Moderator, Re: 

M. H. Bone, of Alabama. The sermon will speak for its it w 
ropriate, and will be published in the Theological Mediur 


After the Assembly was called to order, the r was Ca Il by S 
ind Presbyteries, and Rev. H. A. Hunter w hosen Mode 


Dr. S. Bond, temporary clerk id Rev. N. P. Mod: iss 
I session was a harmonious and profitab i The « t 
s by the Moderator, and Donnell, we truly impress 
y Interesting. <A devout s t, the kindest and most fi 
, gs seemed to pervade t vh \ I 
ly fe It their accoun \ to uw 
tive Charges and hi 3 
and more consecrated to < to 


ved zeal and spirit in 


ince. We ther f { , } | : - 
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rowing and prosperous 
st It now numbers as n in 
ylete official statistical report, 17 S i - 


egations, over 100,000 


es, and 150 candidaies. I) I { our 
jen Cumberland Presbyterian, | Ranner of ] he A 
riot, and the Texas Presbvyt | | Medium, and 
‘alladium, are now published u th our denomin 
It has in operation som en tutions of learning. 7 
idently a growing interest | nt f ¢ ution. Min- 


rs and people are not insen t lj ine : 
nt auxiliary in advancing sound mora | the 1 ion of tl 
uring the sessions of the A t were delivered | 
is of the A. S. S. Union \ B. C.F. M ns, and a mee 
vas held in behalf of the Tract WW to see Cum- 
verland Presbyterians take a deep es tions of these 
venevolent societies, and giving th mostec il co-9operatior 


CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN BOARD ¢ PUBLICATION. 

‘ The General Assembly of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
their meeting, at Lebanon, Ohio, commencing on the 18th of Ma 
1847, created a Board of Publication in the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, composed of M. Bird, L. Jones, F. E. McLain, J. L. Strat- 
ton and A. M. Phelps, with powers and privileges set forth inthe con- 
stitution. The object of which is to furnish the congregations and 
community a wholesome evangelical literature, and to endeavor to 
awaken a spirit of moral and spiritual as well as intellectual improve- 

ment. 
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ND CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIANS—FRATER- 
NAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
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If we are capable of forming a correct opinion on the subject now 
claiming the attention of these two branches of the Presbyterian 
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THEOLOGICAL MEDIUM, 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL, 
EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY MILTON BIRD 


TERMS :—Tue Mepivm will be published monthly. Each num- 
ber to contain 24 pages, in octavo form, with a handsome cover, exe- 
cuted in a workmanlike manner, on good paper with new type. 

PRICE to subscribers, ONE DOLLAR, in advance, for one year of 
twelve numbers, forming a volume of 28S pages. ; 

An index and title page will accompany the twelfth number. 

So soon as patronage may justify it, the number of pages will be 
increased to 36, making annually a book of 432 pages. This would 
be a large amount of reading matter for $1. 

Ministers and Elders of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church are 
authorised to act as agents for this periodical. : 

Pastors in their charges, and itinerant preachers in their circuits 
have it in their power to give us efficient aid and render a valuable 
service to the church. Some are doing this, and we trust others, and 
all will. 

Acents who wish to send us money, or the names of new subscri- 
bers for the Medium, may send by mail, at our risk and expense. 


RECEIPTS. 
The following persons have each remitted $1 for the Medium: 
Kentucky. Miss Rosanna Jones, James Wilson, Rev. Wm. Love, 
Rev. G. D. McLean, Rev. S. N. Davis, Rev. J. Dysart, Wm. Robinson, 
Jos. H. Ramsey, Elijah Miller, John P. Sasseen, Rev. M. C. Rowland, 


Nathan Allen, Rev. A. H. Chapman. 

TENNESSEE. Rev. R. Donnell, J. Pendecrassit. M. McConnell, 
Dr. B. M. Bayly, Abner Adams, Rev. H. B. Hill, Rev. Win. Crawford, 
Rev. S. Dennis, William Durden. pet 

ArKANSaS. Rev. John Ware, Rev. A. Buchanan, Rev. G. Morrow, 
Rev. A. Cox, Rev. John Buchanan. . 

Onto. Samuel Vail. 

PennsyLvania. Rev. J. H. D. Henderson. 

Inprana. R. Baily. 

Inurnois. Rev. John M. Berry. 

Iowa. Mr. Dison. 

Missourt. Mrs. Ann McCutchen. 

Vircinia. Henry Dougherty, Samuel Sapp. 
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